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This action is issued pursuant to the RCE filed 12/30/05. Claim 1 1 is addressed 
as set forth below. It is noted that in the amendment accompanying the RCE, significant 
language was deleted from the previous version of claim 1 1 causing the claims to be 
again rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 11,12,17,18,15,20,21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Longfield '523 in view of PREPAY? and CREDIT CARD NEWS 

1/15799. 

Longfield discloses arranging among a tax preparer and a spending vehicle 
provider as follows: 

Longfield 523 discloses a method of providing an income tax refund amount to a 
taxpayer, comprising: obtaining electronic tax return data from an electronic tax 
preparation system, said electronic tax return data comprising an income tax refund 
amount from a taxing authority payable to a taxpayer (col. 3 lines 2-4 disclose electronic 
tax preparation, tax refund to payer is inherent to tax obligations); 
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Longfield also discloses selecting at least one dedicated spending vehicle from at 
least one spending vehicle provider, said selection completed by said taxpayer (the 
selection of the spending vehicle read is the choice between the RAL credit card or the 
RAL check); 

Longfield further discloses assigning at least a portion of said income tax refund 
amount to said third party spending vehicle (for the RAL check to issue, collateral in the 
form of the tax refund amount must be taken which by agreement involves an 
assignment of such refund). 

Longfield further discloses issuing said at least one spending vehicle to said tax 
payer prior to receipt of the assigned portion of tax refund (see col. 5 lines 5-1 1 check is 
issued prior to receipt of the refund) 

Longfield further discloses transferring electronically said at least a portion of 
said income tax refund amount to an account for said third party spending vehicle (col. 5 
lines 53 et seq. disclose transferring the tax refund of a person to whom a RAL check 
has been issued to an ACH account owned by the RAL). 

However, Longfield fails to explicitly disclose arranging among a tax preparer 
and a spending vehicle provider a spending vehicle to a taxpayer even though it 
discloses providing as credit card as a spending vehicle col. 6 lines 19 et seq. 
PREPAY? Discloses prepaid cards as a compliment to credit cards and CREDIT CARD 
NEWS 1/15799 discloses partnering retailer offering spending vehicles as refunds . It 
would be obvious to modify Longfield to include a prepaid card associated with a 
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partnering provider, the motivation being the insured use of the vehicle at he designated 
provider's store. 

Re claim 12: RAL credit card is the spending vehicle. 

Re claim 17: the federal taxing authority is read as the IRS in col. 6 line 24. 

RE claim 18: col. 3; line 26 discloses the use of a tax return preparer. 

RE claims 15, 20, 21: CREDT CARD News 1/15/99 discloses taking a given 
refund amount e.g. the cash back bonus and creating a spending vehicle which is of 
double value as provided by a retailer. It would be obvious to modify the credit card in 
Longfield to both have a increased value feature and be one provided by a retailer e.g. 
LOWES if the person is a home improvement person, etc., because the motivation for 
this would be to allow the user to shop where he/she likes to shop and give them a 
value added benefit for that. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to PRIMARY 
EXAMINER Joseph A. Fischetti at telephone number (703) 305-0731 . 




